Uprising in Bagua

HOST INTRO

The Amazon jungle is rich in natural resources.  Apart from the forest itself, there are vast quantities of minerals, oil and gas.

Since Peru signed the bilateral free trade agreement with the United States a few years ago, the possibilities for foreign companies to reap the benefits of the Amazon has increased dramatically.

But the indigenous peoples have suffered the destruction of their watershed and the loss of timber, arable land and food sources. During two months last spring, thousands of people blocked roads and pipelines, protesting this increased exploitation.  The strike ended in violent clashes on June 5, in which nearly three dozen people were killed and more than 200 injured.

Producers Claes Andreasson recently visited this region of the Amazon. His trip started in the little village of Yamayaka in the Peruvian rain forest:
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NAT SOUND: HAMMERING 1 (SOUND DOGS)

REPORTER:  The offices of Awajun Indian leader Simon Wipe Bejus are the open air banks at the side of the mighty Marañon River, deep in the upper Amazon jungle.

SIMON 4 [in the clear for 0:10]:  Every time the natural gas, oil or mining companies come in they do a lot of damage. The fish are getting really scarce.   The fish we catch come out sick or with sores.  We don’t eat it anymore because it’s dangerous.  The doctors are telling us that we can’t eat it because it’s contaminated.

REPORTER:  Oil and mining companies have already done considerable environmental harm to the Amazon, Bejus says.  The fish in this river are poisoned, and can no longer be eaten.  And now Peruvian President Alan Garcia wants to privatize the jungle, and allow even more foreign countries to come here. The people in the Amazon have joined together to preserve the rain forest as it was when their ancestors lived here he says.

SIMON [9 in the clear for 0:11]:  …on the other hand, these are policies that are genocidal to the indigenous people.  Therefore, all of us from the Amazon region have gotten together to defend ourselves and design our own plan of development according to our needs, keeping in mind our traditions and current needs, to preserve the forest like our ancestors did.
REPORTER:  The Awajun people have lived along the Marañon River for generations.  After decades of struggle, the Peruvian state granted them the legal right to their land.   But at the same time Peru signed a free trade agreement with the United States, and claimed the exclusive right to enter into agreements on the development of this same territory.  And many of the decrees the government made directly affected the indigenous peoples’ rights to their land.

RICHARD SMITH [BACKYARD AMBI, RICHARD 5  0:31]:  The U.S. put some conditions on the free trade agreement, so the executive branch asked Congress for special permission to give out executive decrees to comply with the conditions, and in fact they took advantage of this and decreed on just about everything including issues that affect very directly land rights for indigenous peoples. 

REPORTER:  With the new decrees, the Garcia government generously handed out new concessions to companies from the United States and other countries. Five years ago about 15% of the Peruvian Amazon was covered by mining, oil, and gas exploration concessions. Today that number is five times higher, at 70 %.

RICHARD SMITH [28  0:09]:  What is new - the oil concession areas five years ago and today, and the increase is absolutely phenomenal.
REPORTER:  What really angered the indigenous people, however, was that the Garcia government did not negotiate or consult with them about these new laws and concessions, something which should be mandatory under the International Labor Organization Convention 169, an agreement that Peru has signed.  The convention says clearly that before a government allows for exploration of natural resources, they must negotiate with the indigenous peoples affected by those agreements.  It also says that the negotiations should be done in good faith and with the purpose of achieving an understanding or consensus.

RICHARD SMITH [6   0:22]:  Did the government consult with anybody in the country, we’ll start there, on these hundreds decrees? And the answer is “no.” Did the government consult Congress on these decrees? No. And we can ask the question more specifically – the eight or ten that affect very directly indigenous property – were the indigenous peoples consulted about those decrees? The answer is “no
NAT SOUND: BAGUA STREET 4 EQ BY MARKER

NAT SOUND: BAGUA STREET 3 EQ

REPORTER:  Bagua Chica is a small town just outside the rain forest.  It is surrounded by fertile farm land, not far from where the two rivers – The Marañon and Utcubamba meet.

NAT SOUND: BAGUA STREET 2 EQ (TAXI-CAB PASSES AND HONKS)  0:04

REPORTER:  Bagua Chica, just like its sister city Bagua Grande, a half-hour’s drive to the south, was the scene of a dramatic protest starting in April of 2009. For two months the indigenous people, supported by many local residents, protested Lima’s decisions to auction off lumber, mineral and petroleum rights in the nearby Amazon jungle.

SIMON BEJUS [22  0:11]: That’s why the whole of the Amazon, the whole community has been mobilized, has fought for the liberation of the indigenous people, to defend the land and the environment, the natural resources.

NAT SOUND: PEDRO RAMON AMBI 4 LANDSVAGSLJUD
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REPORTER:  Between three and four thousand people took part in the strike. They blocked the highway between Bagua Grande and Bagua Chica, as well as a an oil pumping station deep in the jungle.

[HELIKOPTER MAKE ITS TURN   0:06]

(POSSIBLE JON STAND UP HERE)

REPORTER:  ON the evening of June 4th, the indigenous leaders came to an agreement with the police to evacuate the area the following morning.  But during the early morning hours of June 5, the police received an order from Lima to evacuate the area.  Just after five thirty in the morning, between five and six hundred police officers confronted the protesters.

NAT SOUND: PUNTO FINAL MACHINE GUN FIRE (Start with a few) 0:05

NAT SOUND: SIREN LEFT

NAT SOUND: SIREN RIGHT

FADE OUT AND USE TRUE VERB TO END CLASH AUDIO

REPORTER:  The first raid happened close to a sharp, curving section of the highway called Curva del Diablo or ‘Devil’s Curve’.  The majority of the protesters had gathered there.  Those who lived through the experience remember vividly what happened.

NAT SOUND: PEDRO RAMON AMBI 1 EQ (START w. DUCK)

PEDRO RAMON 2 [in the clear for 0:04]:  It started when the police started firing.  All of the sudden I heard the Awajun people who were up there started screaming painfully and it sounded like something was getting killed because the bullets were flying, the shootout was strong.  People were screaming their hearts out.
REPORTER:  The police started firing their automatic weapons from a mountain ridge.  Farmer Pedro Ramon Cruz says there was a lot of tear gas, and that the police helicopter flew back and forth in the valley.  He says he was frightened and that it was just like war, not something the little cities of Bagua had ever seen.

FADE UP PEDRO 9 (es como una guerra)  in the clear for
  0:04

FADE-OVER TO…

NAT SOUND: PARK AMBI 2 CLOCK EQ
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REPORTER:  And the attacks were just on the highway.  The police also attacked within the cities themselves.  Residents recall the sound of the choppers overhead, and the sting of tear gas.

NOTE:  using the bed of the Carlos Quispe interview, intercut battle “B-Roll” over the breaks.  You can be generous with the use of the battle cuts and Quispe’s bites.

CARLOS QUISPE 5  [0:13]:  I remember the gases in the street and in the hospital as well, when we went to the hospital they fired tear gas even there.

CARLOS QUISPE 2  [in the clear for 0:05]:  The first one to go down was a friend of mine who got hit in the stomach and then another one who was grazed by a bullet in a leg and the leg lodged itself in his gluteus. And lastly it was me with a shattered femur.
FADE UP CARLOS 14  [in the clear for 0:05]:   I have lost my job, the company is paying my insurance but I don’t have a salary. I’m a worker, not a deadbeat or a thief. I was a man who was working, went into the street and I got shot and till now have not received any help from the government.

NAT SOUND: KASERNGARD 2

NAT SOUND: SAKEHUT IMAZITA AMBI

NAT SOUND: DOUBLE DOOR OPEN CLOSE

REPORTER:  The office of General Raul Silva sits inside the military depot, located between Bagua Grande and Bagua Chica.  While the confrontation with the native protesters was carried out by the national police, it was the military which coordinated the efforts.  In the blistering, hot sun of northern Peru, General Silva’s office is cooled by a big, humming air conditioner, something not seen commonly in this area.  General Silva says the situation was tense and dangerous.

Note:  Just like Quispe, above, the two parts of the Silva interview below can be connected by ‘B-roll” over the break between the two parts of his comments.

RAUL SILVA 2  [in the clear for 0:04]:   The situation looming over Peru was very serious. This is not well known but the truth is that the indigenous movement was used by a big extremist movement here in Peru that was going to try to create a kind of rebellious demonstration/rally against the government. This was going to happen all over the mountains and the coast but the trigger point would be here.
FADE UP RAUL 12 - muerte mas policies…  [in the clear for  0:10]:  The events show us that the government decided to evacuate the zone to prevent the blocking or isolation of the region and their strategy comes crashing down because just in this zone where things happened, where more policemen died, only 4 natives died and 5 or 6 other people died, 3 in Bagua Grande and 3 in Bagua Chica, the higher number of dead have been policemen.

NAT SOUND: SIMON AWAJUN LEADER AMBI

NAT SOUND: STREAM

REPORTER:  Needless to say, native leaders remember the situation quite differently.

SIMON BEJUS 23 - (…en frente…)  [in the clear for 0:08]:   Instead of dealing with us, they declared a state of emergency, and after 55 days of struggle, they confronted us and on June 5th, people got killed, indigenous people, police and civilians, and nothing has been solved.
FADE UP SIMON BEJUS 23 - (El pubelo Amazonico...) [in the clear 0:09]  (Claes, I don’t remember this bite…suggestions?)

NAT SOUND: CAR INTERIOR INCL START EQ (Starta när Wipe fade up)

NAT SOUND: CLAES STANDUP EQ IN SWEDISH 0:18  (I think we should leave your Swedish stand-up in all versions of the story – without explanation, just as a touch of, I don’t know, enigma?  Cryptic humor?  Let me know…)

REPORTER:  Three hours north east of Bagua, over a very bumpy dirt road, lies PetroPeru Pumping Station No. 6.  This high tech installation moves oil from the fields in the interior of the jungle to the world outside.

NAT SOUND: – CAR COMES TO A STOP

NAT SOUND: PUMPING STATION 6 AMBI EQ

REPORTER:  This storage facility is also where some ten police officers were killed during the clashes in early June.  It is clear that the situation is still very tense here.  No sooner had we stopped, just inside the compound than a dozen young soldiers, with automatic weapons, lined up in front of the gate.  We were informed in no uncertain terms that we were not allowed to record here, and in fact, speaking through the forest of machine guns, we were told to leave immediately.

NAT SOUND: GNÄGG 2 + HORSE ON AMBI TRACK

REPORTER:  Pumping Station 6 is also something of a symbol for the indigenous peoples’ protests.  Instead of economic benefits and new jobs, the foreign investments like this one, have lead to pollution, and alienation.

NOTE:  again, use B-roll to cover the break in the interview; min. :07.

NAT SOUND: LIMA STREET AMBI EQ (fade up at marker)

MARCO 5 [in the clear for 0:08]:  But a lot of years have gone by and the benefits obtained go to a very small group of the population, employment is not massive and the environmental impact is quite big. Lakes are disappearing, the course of the rivers is being altered and there are a lot claims from the population that the trout are dying in the rivers, and there is no water in some sectors.

FADE UP MARCO ARANA 12 [in the clear for 0:07]:  If all that is manifest in the destruction of water sources or the new illnesses that appear, the people see that as a threat to their lives - and that’s why when there’s opposition to mining and oil projects.  In reality they’re opposing but demanding that their rights be respected.

NAT SOUND: RICHARD SMITH GARDEN AMBI.

REPORTER:  Since the events of last June, the government has initiated four sets of negotiations, that are supposed to investigate what really happened in Bagua, and how new decrees and concessions will be decided.  But many of the representatives for the indigenous peoples are either wanted by the authorities, injured, incarcerated or cannot leave their home towns.  There is a considerable lack of confidence that the government talks will lead to any improvement.

RICHARD SMMITH V [0:17]:  My guess is that [Bagua commission] will be a white wash.  Knowing the people and the declarations of the people on that commission has made so far, they’re not interested in finding out what really happened.  Who made what decision and how did the government screw up so much?
NAT SOUND: LIMA STREET AMBI

MARCO ARANA 29 [0:07]:  For the most part the dialogue has the purpose to end the conflict, to lower the tension and to continue business as usual.
REPORTER:  The cabinet member in charge at the time, Secretary of the Interior Mercedes Cabanillas, declined our multiple invitations to comment on her role in what happened in Bagua.  A week after the deadly clashes, she and her entire cabinet resigned.  President Garcia himself has said that what happened was a result of an international conspiracy, orchestrated, he insists, by Venezuela’s president Hugo Chavez.  Critics said the government’s response to the clashes has been shameful.

NAT SOUND: RICHARD SMITH GARDEN AMBI

RICHARD SMITH 32 [0:24]:  It has been an air, and attitude of arrogance on the part of the government around this. These are Indians! They’re poor, they’re ignorant.  We’re immune to that sort of thing.  And I think it was the worst – absolutely – the worst political defeat for Alan Garcia. 
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REPORTER:  It appears that despite what happened that June morning in Bagua, the Garcia government is not likely to change its politics.  Peru is a poor country, and given the choice between needed foreign investment and the rights of the indigenous, a little bloodshed isn’t seen as a big a price to pay.  Environmental and human rights will have to take a back seat.

In Bagua, Amazonas province in Peru, [SOC]

