Sign of climate change
As it was aired on Swedish National Public Radio January 3, 2008
HOST INTRO (not heard in audio file)
The Adaptation Fund that was basically agreed upon in Poland recently, is badly needed in many parts of the world. In many developing countries that, themselves, do not contribute very much to climate change, there are already obvious signs of global warming – like in for instance the tropical parts of Latin America…
NAT SOUND: EL TORNO TENT CAMP 2
NAT SOUND: WASHING CLOTHES
TRACK 1

Brigita Kandia squats in front of a worn-out wash tub, balancing on a couple of sturdy rocks.

   A big rain storm almost a year ago, the river flooded and swept away her house. And ever since, she and her family have been living in this tent camp in the small town of El Torno in eastern Bolivia.
   The tent fits six bunk beds, a small breakfast table and a gas stove. She has no electricity – a cold water tap and the latrine is a few steps away in the general area.
   It’s often very hot in the tent, so we spend most of the time outdoors, Brigita says. Even in winter, the children will do their homework outside…

AXX: BRIGITA [Spanish]

NAT SOUND: EL TORNO TENT CAMP 1:1
NAT SOUND: EL TORNO TENT CAMP 1:2
NAT SOUND: EL TORNO TENT CAMP 2:1 (BUCKET)

TRACK 2

El Torno, with about 15,000 inhabitants, is situated in a lush and rich agricultural area. About one hundred families lost their homes that early March morning – when the river flooded, the mountain sides collapsed and mud buried their homes.
   What was once Marcello Laires home for twenty-five years is still in pieces. Now his home is made up of a few solid wooden stakes, covered by blue plastic tarpaulin. The tiny dirt road nearby, is bordered by another thirty or so temporary tent homes.

   “The mudslides happened in just a few minutes,” Marcello - who is the manager of this camp – says:

AXX: MARCELLO [Spanish]

VOICE-OVER
It had been raining continuously. Just after five o’clock in the morning I heard a rumble. The trees on the slope were swaying and shortly thereafter the mudslide started. And soon enough the whole area was covered in mud, Marcello Laires says.
TRACK 4

According to the Bolivian Civil Defense Department, 73 people died in torrential rains and flood in eastern Bolivia. And almost 100,000 people were rendered homeless. Only last year [2008].

   None of the people I meet in El Torno can remember experiencing such heavy rains before. But it is still too early to determine if the rains were caused by climate change. What IS clear is that the rainy season comes earlier during the year and that the rains have become much more intense.
   …and the floods also affect much bigger areas, says Humberto Gomez with the environmental organization Fundación  Amigos de la Naturaleza, FAN, in Santa Cruz:

NAT SOUND: HUMBERTO STEREO AMBIENCE
AXX: HUMBERTO 11 [English]
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NAT SOUND: AMAZONAS AT NIGHT HIGH
TRACK 5

Some areas can expect heavier rain fall. Whereas traditional wetlands, like the Amazon, is getting drier. Which in turn increases the risk of serious wildfires. And as the temperature increases, bigger portions of the rain forest will turn into savannas. Almost half of the rain forest is expected to be lost, due to climate change, says Humberto Gomez:

AXX: HUMBERTO 1
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TRACK 6

To make room for farming and gracing, 300,000 hectares are cleared every year [an area the size of the Swedish island Gotland]. During winter the smoke from the fires is sometime so thick that you cannot see more than 100 meters in front of you, says Humberto Gomez. On the worst days, the airport in Santa Cruz has to shut down.

   The fires - whether they are man made or not – are also the single major source of Bolivia’s emissions of greenhouse gases.
   The Amazon is, at the same time, like an enormous closed container for carbon dioxide. As the rain forest disappears, it has been estimated that between 3.5 and 5 billion tons of greenhouse gases would be emitted into the atmosphere.

   To counter that, FAN - together with the Bolivian government and a North American foundation recently [by New Year] opened another big rain forest reserve, 10 million hectares big.

   These kinds of projects are only possible with financial support from the international community, Humberto Gomez says. And this way we can show a practical example of one way to mitigate the effects of climate change:

HUMBERTO 4 [English]

NAT SOUND: COPA GRANDE SCHOOL


TRACK 7

Graduation in Copa Grande, some 2,000 kilometers north-west – high in the Peruvian Andes.
   There are about 500 people living in Copa Grande. The small village sits at the foot of the still gigantic and beautiful Copa Glacier, which is essential to the future of the village. Without the melt-off from the glacier, the potatoes, wheat and corn grown on the billowing hills nearby, wouldn’t survive.

   But as the temperature increases, the glacier is rapidly disappearing. Every year it retreats higher up the mountain, says Jaime Colonia who has lived his entire life in Copa

NAT SOUND: COPA EXTERIOR EVENING
AXX: JAMIE 2 [Spanish]


TRACK 8

Just as in many other places, the rainy season in Copa comes much later in the year. Which means the yields are significantly down, says Copa’s President Marcelino Cruz:

AXX: MARCELINO 1 [Spanish]

TRACK 9

Perhaps the contamination from the mines is killing our crops and our animals, Marcelino says.

   The mines, and there are plenty of gold mines in the area, often – and without real cause – take the blame for the fact that the glacier is melting. The aversion to the mining industry goes way back, and when the environment is affected, they are an easy target.
   Others in the village note, seemingly without emotions, that “it’s the glacier’s time to die.” Och with it, so will the village of Copa Grande. Something American anthropologist Kate Dunbar has noted. She lives in the village to study the social and cultural effects of climate change.
   When she asks people why the glacier is melting, many often repeat the same phrase. Almost verbatim: “The glacier is retreating. Then we will have no more water. And we will all die.” A message she believes they have picked up from the church in the village. 
   The thirteen year old daughter of the family, with which Kate is staying has also mentioned that the teachers in school has told the students that there is not much they can do about it:

AXX: KATE 4 + 4B [English]

TRACK 10

So, if the glacier and the water from it will be gone in perhaps as little as twenty years, don’t you have to move somewhere else, I ask some of the people I meet.

   Peru is a big country, but where would we move? Marcelino Cruz asks. Perhaps there is space for us in the rain forest, but what if they also run out of water. No, we are clearly going to stay here:

AXX: MARCELINO 9 [Spanish]

NAT SOUND: STREET SOUND LA PAZ
STAND-UP

From the peace and quiet of the Peruvian Andes – to the busy life of Bolivia’s capital La Paz. Along the main street, Paseo El Prado, there’s always a lot of traffic. It’s not hard to see, or smell the exhaust emissions from all the cars.

   But Bolivia, and Peru as well, are only responsible for a fraction of all the emissions of greenhouse gases in the world. And although the signs of climate change are obvious here, the resources to do anything about it – are very limited.

NAT SOUND: GOVERNMENT BUILDING
NAT SOUND: STREET SOUND FROM INSIDE

NAT SOUND: DOOR CLOSES
NAT SOUND: FOOT STEPS IN STAIRS

TRACK 11

Bolivia is a poor country, and it is not fair that we should split the burden with the rich countries, to adapt and mitigate the effects of climate change, says senator Maria Esther Udaeta whom I meet in the parliament building in down town La Paz.
   We are open to a dialogue, but the resources must come from abroad:

AXX: MARIA ESTHER [Spanish]

VOICE-OVER
Climate change is a problem that is much to big for Bolivia to handle it on its own. We are a small and vulnerable nation. It is necessary that we find a solution together with the international community, senator Udaeta says.

TRACK 12

Neighboring Chile – in spite of being richer than Bolivia – feels the same way. The rich western nations have the main responsibility for the emissions of greenhouse gases. In time we need to find a regime where individual countries commit to cut emissions in relation to the population of the country, says Luis Cifuentes, engineer and in charge of the Center for the Environment at the Catholic University in Santiago.

NAT SOUND: OFFICE BUILDING AMBIENCE
AXX: LUIS 1 [English]

NAT SOUND: COPA EXTERIOR DAYTIME WIDER STEREO

TRACK 13

Financial resources are not the only thing needed for people to be able to adapt to a life in a warmer and drier climate. Or with more intense and unpredictable storms. Or like here, in Copa Grande, with a glacier that is rapidly disappearing. 
   There is a western view of what “adaptation” is, but it doesn’t necessarily fit the image that people who live here, think or believe, anthropologist Kate Dunbar says.

   We have already seen many examples of how well-meaning western nations come to developing countries with their own specific solutions – e.g. drilling for new wells – and once the experts have left – the wells sit unused…

AXX: KATE 2 [English]
NAT SOUND: COPA GRANDE KINDERGARTEN PROMOCION MUSIC

FADE OUT
